
 
  

August 2017 
  
Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome to my classroom! I am looking forward to teaching your child and anticipate a successful year. 
Expectations are high for the students this year, and their responsibilities will increase. Students must be 
organized; complete a more difficult & extensive curriculum and workload; use time management skills 
to get assignments done; and work to solve problems on their own. At the same time, they will also 
participate in creative learning activities and demonstrate what they know in imaginative ways.  

Welcome Packet  
The welcome acquaints you with information about the classroom. Please take time to read and discuss 
this packet with your child. Also, no one knows your child better than you! So, please complete and 
return the Parent “Homework” form on the last page of this packet. 

Classroom Communication 
I believe communication is important between a teacher and  parents. Please, feel free to contact me 
with any questions or concerns, you can reach me at school via telephone or via e-mail at 
cwaller@emsd63.org . Also, consider signing up for Remind and be able to send and receive text messages 
to me directly. 

Parent Support 
I look forward to working with you toward the goal of providing the best educational experience for 
your child. At home, one good way to review the day’s lessons is to ask your child to tell you about what 
he or she did in class. Please encourage your child to read, read, read and then tell you about what they 
read. Reading any written material will help students with fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. I 
recommend 30 minutes of reading a day to students. In addition, reinforcing organization and time 
management skills goes a long way toward achieving the best educational experience possible.  

Again, I welcome you to another school year, and I look forward to working with you and your child to 
make it a fantastic one! 

Your partner in education, 
 
 

Courtney Waller  



Meet the Teacher 
 

Hello! My name is Courtney Waller.  
  
I started at Loyola University and later transferred 
to National-Louis University where I graduated in 
2011.  I received a double major in English and 
Elementary School. In 2013, I went back to National-
Louis and received my ELL endorsement. 
  
After graduation I immediately started working as 
a Substitute Teacher in Glenview School District 34 
and Park Ridge School District 64. Also, the past 
couple of years I worked as a Part-Time Teacher at 
Huntington Learning Center. I tutored students in 
Math, Reading, Writing, and Grammar from 
Kindergarten up through High School. 

I began working at Nelson in February 2013 where I worked as a long-term substitute in First 
Grade. Then, in the 2013-2014 school year, I was fortunate to continue working at Nelson as a 
Resource Assistant where I worked with students from Kindergarten to Sixth Grade. In 2014, I 
became entirely grateful to continue being a part of the Nelson family and began my first, 
official year at Nelson teaching Fifth Grade.  
  
I taught Fifth Grade for 3 years and now I am very excited to be teaching Fourth Grade! 
  
For me, teaching is about the connections that are made with students. Meaning, teaching is 
often those unforgettable "ah-ha" moments where I know I have made a difference in a child's 
life. These moments include a variety of students who all come from different backgrounds, 
have different personalities and needs, and they all fill a different part of my heart. Memorable 
educational moments are what drive my passion to be an educator, mentor, and role model to all 
children.   



Curriculum 
  
**If interested, you can visit the Common Core State Standards website for additional information.** 

 
Reading 
• Programs include Making Meaning, Making Meaning Vocabulary, Word Work, and Guided Reading. 
• The overall focus for our students is to improve their Reading comprehension. This is a cognitive process 

for constructing meaning.  
• Students will be reading Literature and Informational Text. This includes drawing quotes and citations from 

text; themes/main idea and details, compare and contrast story elements or various texts, analyze various 
elements that contribute to meaning, tone of a text, or point of view; read and comprehend various 
literature and technical texts.  
 

Writing  
• Our Writing program includes Being a Writer and Word Work. 
• Writing is to help engage students in authentic written language tasks for a variety of purposes. Writing 

occurs daily and across the curriculum.  
• Examples of writing we will work on will include: opinion pieces, Informative/Explanatory papers, Narrative 

stories, Short Research Projects, Grammar Knowledge and Usage. Students will be working on developing the 
varies writing process stages. 

 
Math 
• Our Math curriculum includes Eureka. 
• Each day students complete fluency practice, an application problem, concept development, problem sets, an 

exit slip and a few targeted problems for homework review.  
 

Social Studies 
• Our Social Studies program includes TCI Interactive Science: Social Studies Alive! America’s Past.  Our 

curriculum includes a “lesson guide,” a student edition that helps students focus their learning, 
interactive student notebook, visuals (maps, graphs, diagrams, tables), sound history that includes 
visual supports for chapter activities (audio tracks, sound effectives, musical recordings). 

• Students will be begin learning about Government/Civics in Illinois/USA, History/Geography in 
Illinois/USA, and Economics/Financial Literacy in Illinois/USA.  

 
Science 
• Our Science program includes Interactive Science by Pearson. Our curriculum  includes an extensive 

library, videos, technological activities, science equipment and experiments.  
• Students will begin with an essential question and complete project based learning opportunities 

through exploration. The 5 essential questions students will explore and develop a deeper 
understanding about are: How do organisms receive and process information?; How do we 
move energy and information from place to place?; What happens when objects collide?; 
What effect can water have on land?; How can we reduce negative impacts of natural 
hazards and of resource use? 



Classroom Policies 

Grading Process 
Students will have many different 
opportunities to show what they have 
learned. Grades are determined using points. 
Point values for each assignment depend on 
the type of assignment.  

Grading Scale 
4 – Meeting Learning Standards with Distinction 
3 – Meeting Learning Standards 
2 – Partially Meeting Learning Standards 
1 – Not Meeting Learning Standards 

Late Work 
Students are expected to turn in completed 
assignments at the time they are due. They 
will receive an "Oops! Notice" which is a note 
informing parents of the missing assignment. 
Students need to have this form signed by a 
parent/guardian and turn it into me the next 
day with the completed late assignment.  

Types of Assessments 
 Homework 
 In-class work  
 Participation 
 Effort 

Absent Work 
When a student is absent, he or she is 
responsible for obtaining, completing, & 
turning in missed work according to the 
absence policy. Once students get materials 
for missed assignments, it is the students’ 
responsibility to ask me any questions that 
they have about missed assignments. I am 
always here to offer support and help.  

 Tests/Quizzes 
Writing/Papers 
 Projects  
 Oral presentations 

Purpose of Homework 
• Practice & build on what’s been taught in 

class  
• Complete unfinished class work  
• Prepare for upcoming lessons 
• Practice responsibility and develop good 

study habits.  

How Much Homework Will Students Have? 
I believe that the majority of after-school time 
should be spent with family, or dedicated to 
extracurricular activities such as athletics or 
instrumental practice. However, homework is 
necessary when it is used as independent 
practice to reinforce instructional strategies in 
order to achieve higher success and 
understanding. Therefore, any type of “busy 
work” will not be given. Majority of homework 
will consist of reading, math, and word work. 
Students should see me before leaving for the 
day if they need help with homework. 

How Will Students Know What the Homework Is? 
Homework is written on the board every day. 
Students will have time throughout the day to 
write assignments in their Assignment 
Notebooks. All assignments are reviewed before 
students are dismissed, and the class has the 
opportunity to ask questions and clarify 
assignments at that time. Independent reading is 
an ongoing assignment. 



Parent “Homework” 
 

Parents, are you ready for a homework assignment? Tell me about your child! Please answer the following questions 
about your child.  All information will remain confidential. Feel free to use the back of the paper, if necessary. 
Thank you for your help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What are your child’s strengths? 

 
 

 
 

 
2. In what areas could your child improve? 
 

 
 

 
 
3. What are your child’s interests in school? 
 

 
 
 
 
4. What are your child’s interests outside of school? 

 
 
 

 
 
5.  Is there anything else you’d like me to know about your child? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Name                                                          Birthday                        
Address        
Transportation Home       
Allergies        
Special Accommodations       

   


